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On the eleventh of December 1492, there arr&ed in
Rome Don Federigo de Aragona, Prince of Aitami
ond son of King Don Ferrando I, ostensibly to
Pope's Holiness the obedience of Naples, with congratu-
lations on His coronation. The royal envoy sumptuously
was entertained by Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere, whose
chief occupations at this period appear to have been the
feeling of the pulses of the Powers, and the search for
a potentate willing to be used against the Borgia.
Manifestations of goodwill between Papacy and Regno
pleased the Romans. The frontier of Naples was but a day's
ride from Rome; and the Romans liked to feel that be-
yond that frontier flourished a friend, not lurked a foe. In
private audience, however, Don Federigo said that the as-
sistance of the Pope's Holiness was required in a family
affair; and he made it clear that the attitude of Regno-to
Papacy would be determined by the extent to which the
Lord Alexander P.P. VI would go on behalf of Naples.
This was the case in question. King Matthias Corvinus
of Hungary had married Madonna Beatrice, a bastard of
King Don Ferrando I. On the death of King Matthias
Corvinus, his childless widow Queen Beatrice had intrigued
to get the Hungarian crown settled upon King Wladislaw
of Bohemia, who, in return for her Majesty's services, had
promised to marry her. Such a promise of marriage was
equivalent to a betrothal, and a betrothal was only less bind-
ing than an actual marriage in that it was capable of being
dissolved; whereas a marriage was, and is, indissoluble.
King Wladislaw of Bohemia had been crowned King of
Hungary through the exertions of Queen Beatrice. She,
preferring the situation of Queen Regnant to that of
Queen Dowager, had performed her part of the contract;
and now King Wladislaw had changed his mind, and was
about to ask the Pope for a dispensation from the obligation
of fulfilling his promise of marriage. This was a grievous
insult to the bastard of the King of Naples, whose counter-